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Welcome to the University of the West!

Dear AAR Members and Colleagues]come to the University of the West for the 2017 Annual
aSStiAy3a 2F (GKS 2SaidSNy wS3arazy 2F (GKS hagSNROI !
admitted approximately (185papers in 24 Program Units.

The host for the 2017 meeting is the Unisiey of the West. Thank you o Guang Shan

(BuddH ight Mountain) order, asthe founders of UWest, as well as Dr. Stephen Morgan,

University President. If you see Dr. Stephen Morgan, be sure to thank him for the time and

energy put into ensuringthéd dzOO0OSaa 2F G(GKA&a &SIHNRa O2yFSNByOJo

Directions to each session have been marked with helpful signs, pointing you to your place of
interest. If, for any reason, you are having trouble finding your place of interest, please contact
the conference managey Joseph Paxtog via email Joseph.Paxton@cst.edar via cell

phone, (480) 604B727. It is requested that text and email be used as primary modes of
communication for information, directions, and accommodasonf you are a unit chair,

please call directly if you are experiencing technical difficulties and need immediate assistance.

There are 3 primary buildings which will host our conference sessior, adlBrinistration

building ED¢ education building, ad the auditorium. Registration can be found in Keoke

Hall on the 2¥floor of ED Please review the map enclosed to find your respective building.
The map can be fouraf 0 SNJ 0 KS GO KIFy] @&2dz LI 3IS 06St200

In addition to our individual unit sessionse invite you to join us for a Saturday morning

Keynoteaddress by Crystal BlantorThis will be held in the auditorium from 10:43.1:00 a.m.

The University of the West will host a £ash only meal for both Saturday and Sunday. Meals

are to be puchased by the attendee. The cafeteria offers generous seating with a beautiful

view, perfect for collegial conversations acohnecting with scholars from around the warld

Bevarig(dining servicesyill provide a vegan option, and all meals willbe Bulf a i &£ S 2 NJ q|K 2
off-the-ANRA f £ ¢ 0 Y ITReSSatirdhy rightBr&sNéntial address will be held in the

auditorium, and presented by Dr. Dorothé&ahenaViale.

Sunday Afternoon Business Meeting


mailto:Joseph.Paxton@cst.edu

In preparation for next year, we will hold oannual business meeting Sunday afteon in Ken
Locke Hall from 12:442:00 p.m. All attendees are invited to come, and box lunches will be
provided. We will discuss administrative and organization details for the upcoming 2018
conference at the Institie for Buddhist Studies in Berkeley, CA.
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University of the West

UWest is a private, neprofit, accredited university in Rosemead, California, just ten
minutes east of Los Angeles. UWest was founded in 1991 by Venerable Master
Yun of the Fo Guan&han Buddhist order. It is one of five worldwide universities a
colleges in the Fo Guang Shan Consortium. UWest offers certificate, bachelors, m
and doctorate degrees and enrolls 350+ students on a trdrigadre campus.
Undergraduate and graate students at UWest enjoy small class sizes and persd
attention.

Mission
The mission of UWess to provide Whole Person Education in a context informed by Buddhist wisdom and
values and to facilitate cultural understanding and appreciation between East and West.

Values
Belonging to a university community founded on Humanistic Buddhist prirsciptans:

1 Becoming people of strong CHARACTER who behave ethically, cultivate awareness of self and other
and develop wisdom.
1 Practicing COMPASSION and working with others to relieve suffering and promote equality.
9 Building a sustainable COMMUNITY by emdizing diversity and achieving harmony through common
purpose.
University of the West is committed to graduating students with the knowledge and skills necessary to achiev
their educational, professional, personal, and spiritual goals and to perpetsateallies as the cornerstones in
creating a better world Character, Compassion, and Community.

President 6s Message

On behalf of the entire University of the West community, | am pleased to welcome you to our chirispos:
privilege to host the Amaran Academy of Religion Western Regional
Conference.We hope our peaceful environment encourages productive and
inspiring sessions for the successful pursuit of your agefidaJWest celebrates
its 25" Anniversary year, it is appropriate to recogniné aighlight our many
strengths and historical tradition8s a university founded on Buddhist wisdom
and valueswe celebrate the strength of our religious studies programs and
welcome the opportunity to join with the larger community of scholars toneen
to pursue the important work at hand/elcome to University of the WestWe
are delighted to have you.




Students

UWest has a uniquely diverse student body. Approximately half of students are international, mostly from Eas
Asia, and half are domts, mostly from Southern California. Students are UWest come from over 40 countries
and over 30 U.S. states to study together. UWest offers degrees in Buddhist chaplaincy, business administrafjon,
English, liberal arts, psychology, and religious studies.

Buddhist Ecumenism

Another unique feature of UWest is the diversity of Buddhists living, working, and studying together on campu

Laypeople and monastics from all three major branches of Buddhi$raravada, Mahayana, and Vajrayana

come together hereften for the first time. Monks and nuns in many colored robes are a common sight. UWestlis
also part of an interfaith consortium of graduate schools including: Claremont School of Theology, Academy f{pr
Jewish Religion, Bayan Claremont, and the Indic Eation, enabling students of the five great world religions

to cross register and study together.

Religious Studies Buddhist Chaplaincy

The Religious Studies Department was founded  The Buddhist Chaplaincy program was founded
in 1991 and currently offers an MA in Religious in 2008 and became its own department in 2012.
Studies and a PhD in Religious Studies. Students It currertly offers one of only four accredited

in either degree can concentrate in Buddhist MDiv in Buddhist Chaplaincy degrees in the
Studies or Comparative Religious Studies. country as well as a firgif-its-kind Doctor of

Jane lwamura serves agaculty chair of the Buddhist Ministry (DBMin).Rev. Dr. Victor
department and welcomes AARR attendees Gabriel serves as faculty chair and welcomes
and presenters to campus. the AAR-WR conference to campus.
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Cafeteria

TENNIS &
BASKETBALL
COURT

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING (AD) - Classroom CE-101

1* Floor — Offices - General Services Office
2" Floor — Offices & Classrooms Maintenance Shop

1% Floor — Library
2" Floor — Locke Hall, Business Dept., DORMITORY A (DA}

Meditation Room, Business Dept., - Resident Aid - Ext. 190

Student Community Resource

Center Offices (SCRC) CAFETERIA BUILDING (CF)

1% Floor — UWest Student Association (UWSA),
AUDITORIUM (AU) & BOOKSTORE/CAFE Weight room, recreation room, student
kitchen, study room

O EDUCATION BUILDING (ED) DORMITORY B (DB)




